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To the K IN FH 3 Great Coungll of _ 
; en CY PARLIAMENT. The 


"Caſe of the People call'd Quakers, relating to 


Oat be, further Repreſented; and Recom- 


| Speedy and Etfeftual Redress. ng 


WP (ef Reaſon for the 1 Fuſt and Neceſſary 


4 2 


our ſelves a Member of this Great Body you repreſent, 
Birth Ad glith Deſcent; and arè not oni involved 


in the Common Calamities of the Kingdom, but in Par. 
ticular very cruelly Treated in our Perſons and Eſtates, 
becauſe we cannot for pure Conſcience take: any Oath-- 4 
all. (though we have again and again tender d our ſolemh 
Vea or-Nay-, and are maſt willing to ſuſtain the fame Pe- 
malty in Caſe of Lying, that is uſually inflicted for Per- - 
jury.) To the End we may not be inter reted to decline 
our; 


frequent and heavy Sufferings by Fines: and tedious im- 


Am as! F meer Humour on Evaſion (though 


, ſometimes to Death it ſelf, ſhould ſufficiently 
indicate us againſt" any ſuch IncharitablGenſure.) WE 


do, with. All Aue Re reſent au with our Reaſons 
fon that Tenderne ee Lis Teſtimonies and Preſi- 
dents in their Defence; and we entreat you, to expreſs * 
_that Care of a Member of your amm Civil Body, mhich- © 


Nature and 3 excite ro; LE - ei ITY 4 


r 


> mended. to, their: Con ſcleration, in order o 


- IE Common Benefit of the Free Page of Eng. 
land, being undouttedly both the firſt and great. 


zrution of Parliaments; and being alſo inform'd that 
it ib your Reſolution, to employ this Seſſion to the Redreſs. - } 
of Publick Grievances: And ſince We cannot but repute | 
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Te PREFACE Ge. 


| would pleaſe pleaſe- you. to conſider. how deeply we haus al- 
=D in-Perſon and Eſtate, the Inconveniencies 
to encounter, and thoſe Injurious not only 
to our pred but others we commerce with, in that 
bath they and we, | becauſe: of our Tenderneſi in in\this - 
r are conſtantly at thy. Mice — by) 
ear an to advantage elves, where they 
_are 8 Evidence ſtall be by Law 
Ea ( bowever True) Invalid; under hie Diffi- 
ſeveral- of us at chis Hour Labour: 


25 being ſenſible of our Calamity, 70 may pleaſe 1 


endeauour, 4 for others, 75 this Grievance, bob 2 


Speedy and Effettual ot her wi ſa, beſides ordinary 
Caſet, . ry Te eg, g, ſuffer, we-may 
Per ba nga cb Oaths che eee 
Only Safforcrs — the 6 wen 4 ne we hoh, % 
2 nor defi on * 0 


Ol een we - beſredty himhith all Sincerity of 


Ha 3 Mercy and Aer Amen. 


tha Bot hed. 
3 9 > ol = Y 
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| Sulſeribedn 5 the fe. uf four b, » | 


* Alt Parker, Samuel Newton, 
. George 8 Thome Heart, 


| Bankian ra 
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Some Inducements Offer d to Anſwer this Re- 
queſt, from à Conſideration of the Cauſe 
and End ef an Oath: And thoſe REASONS 


and TESTINMONIES goes by us nt 
the wn and n of i it. - 


1 | 8 


105 The Ground or Reaſm PO e 
f [ HIS (we think) all will agree to have been the be- 


generation of Man from Primitive Integtity, at what 
. time La and Nay were enough; for when Men grew 
. Corrupt, tbey diſtruſted each other, and had recourſe to ex- 
ttaordinary Ways to awe one another into Truth's ſpeaking, 
as a Remedy againſt Falſeneis; elſe, what need had there been 
of an Oath, or any Extraordinaty Way of Evidence, when every 
Syllable was freighted with Truth and Integrity: ? It: had been 
a meer taking of God's Holy Name in Vain: Truth then 
flowed naturally, and wants. n no 0 Tony Expedient | to Extort its 
| by. ae: | 57145 | 
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* ** remain that we give our REAS ONS EA we 
cannot take this Liberty, and Swear, as Kink as aber A 
Men have done, \ and yet ., De aa 


T 6 firſt is drawn from the Cauſe . Ground of Oath, 
VIZ. 22 , Diſtruſt and Falſhood: God's 
|  JunTions to avoid thoſe hateful Crimes : The Ability he bink 
given Man to anſwer his Commands; and Man's Duty to make 
1 that uſe of God's Giſt: For if. Sweafing tame in by Perfidiouſ- 
-;nefs, Diſtruſt, Diſſimularion and Fatſhood, it is a'moſt juſt 
; Conſequence that it ought es out with them 5, or thai 5 
-- - — 08... 
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hs 5 * . Ar E 
the iſ and In of thoſe Evils, were the RIG and AY 
k; of Oath; fo the Decreaſing and Extirpation of thoſe 

Fell id be the Decreaſing and Aboliſhing of Oaths z other- 
wiſe there would be no Truth in the Rule of Contraries, 2 
Neaſen in that Ancient Maxim, Ceſſante Rat ione Legis reſſat 
er: That the of the Reaſon of the Law, is the Ceſ- 
tion ofthe Law: 


ee de are no longer uſeful than to 
; no, rag; de o. Means areſwallowed up of 
heir Ends; Diſeaſed Men only ies, and Lame 
. "Men Crutches; 0 ads: Whip nor She is 

Security for her ſelf, and Men of Virtue will ſpeak Truth | 
without z for Oaths are a ſort of Racks to the Mind, 
Altogether uſeleſs whers Integrity ſways. 


4 4 This ay. appr no — eng fon will deny, wz. That | 


Swearing came in, and ought 10 go out with Perfidiouſneſs , and 
to prant, * will be very eaſie 
3 —— —— any a — 
I y repro ties, * 
ted Truth andRighteouſnefs; as, 1/4. 59, 3, 4. Fer. NT 
Roms: 19. Gal. 5. "T9, 20, 21. Col. 3. 8, 9, 10.  Fofh. 24. 
T4; 1 Sam 22. 24. 1 King,2, 4. Epb. 4. 25. and 
"Lance of other Places in Hol —— And that 


we hope it will be as 


ſhould 


enjoyn Man any that be kak not impowered him to per- 

he is unworth) — — ſo much 
* to conceive.” Fade ch —— table Servant in the 
Farable is re 20 — — ous a T * 


ef his Maker, that he was ſo bard a Maſter, as to reap | 
de did not aw: bet the fare Parable alſo acquains 5 the 


ee of that E . 


"OMe," chat 5 bay p F wo thee, 
but to-do uf 0 love Mercy, and to walk Humbly with t 
- God? For gh 4 the 4 Grace of. God appeared wnto all 


; Ef 1 3 to Titaa, that _ ſhould be 

10 10 25 oily Lane W enter] 

and over- — made way among other Expedi- 

1 ** 88 45 LCA ONS | 
— ory bu Fae and Condemnation if be doth not, ſo certainly = 

l there can b&'ho Obligation upon him, who lech that Life of 


| | 


i 


| j 
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fore ought to fall with Falſhood and Perfidiouſneſs ; the R. 
truth, needs ror Swear, becauſe he tail not 


of that Law that forbids Lying, will he make any Conſcience 


ing the Nob/eſt Tye and Frneſt Teſtimony that can be given. 
This we declare to you to 


-* fore the Great 
us to ſpeak the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 


Oath, and to abhorr Lying, as much as Perjury ; fo that for 
us to Swear, were to take his Holy Name 


» 
Cuſt I F 
e 


 Preventions that haue been invented againſt Fraud ; wheteby ß 
the Honour of a Nobler Profeſſion, the Power of à yeracions - 


Head the Way, and bold forth to the World 


e 
Truth and Integrity to pergeruate that which roſe, and there- 


it felf excuſes him; | for, he that fears Un- 


Fon of the thi 


to prevent which, 
And be that — 5 fear telling Ua · 


Men exact Swea 
ath worth? He that makes no Conſcience 


truth, what is his 


of Forſwearing ? Veracity is the beſt Security, and Truth ſpeak- 


be both our Judgment and At- 
k not Boaſtingly, but with Humility, be- 
d of Heaven and Earth, to whoſe alone 
Power we do unanimouſly aſcribe the Honour: He bath taught 


tainment; We 


Truth, as plainly and readily without an Oath, as with an 


| vain: Nor are 
we therein r; for that not only Oriſtian Fatbert, Mar- 
ryrs, and Doors, but alſo Feros and Heal hens have had this 
of the Riſe and Uſe ot Oaths, as will hereafter fully _. 


1. * a $3:774 IT: ' 6) > 
ff. Our ſecond Reaſon, why we refuſe to comply. with this 


* 


I: would Gratifie Diftruſts, Humour Fealouſics, and Subjet® 
Truth, and thoſe that love it, 10 the ſame Checks, Curbs and - 


—_ and the juſt Difference that ought to be made be- 
twin ä Integrity, and Perfidiouſneſs, 
A ir poible ſor Men to recover that ancient Confi- 


dence that Men repoſed in one another, if ſome don't. 
x a Principles: and 


of ſuch extracrdinaty - 


o 


beyond the 


TTL, | * 407 | 83 ' ; 
"thi World, for will i return aniverſlly in the Twinkle pan 


* Eyex Things muſt be allowed their time for-Riſe, Progreſs and 
Ter ion: And if ever you would ſee the World planted wirh 


Primitive Simplicity and Faithfulneſs, rather cheriſh than 


We dare not Swear, becauſe we date not Lye, and that it may 
appear to the World, that we can ſpeak the Truth upon eaſier 
Terms than an Oath: For us then to be forc'd to Smear, is 10 
make us do a needleſs thing or to ſuſpect our own Honeſty. | 
The fitſt we dare not, becauſe, as we have ſaid, it is to take 
God's Name in vain; and we have no Reaſon to diſtruſt our 
ſelves, being no ways conſcious of fraudulent Purpoſes: Why 
then ſhould we Swear? But much rather, why ſhould we be 
op impoſed upon? It is a 2323 aſcribed to Son, That a good 
8 Man ſhould have that Re _ as not to need an Oath, that it as 
+4 ; @:Diminution to bis Credit to be put ta Swear... It becomes not 
„an Evangelieal Man to Swear, was a Primitive Axiom; but 
maote of that anon: In the mean while pleaſe to remember, you | 
„ have à Practice among you, to exempt your Lords in ſeveral 
” Caſes, placing the Value of an Oath in their bare Avouchment 
upon their Honour, ſuppoſing that Men of thoſe Titles 7 — 
have ſo much Worth, as that their Word might be of 
Force with a Common Man's Oath : And if you will kr 


. _ underſtand Honour in the Senſe of the moſt ancient and beſt of 
© = Philoſophers, to wit, -VIRTUE, your own Cuſtom gives 
8 Authority to our Reaſon, and makes you to ſay ley bat 

" "Virtue 'neods-not Smear, much leſs. have Oaths im 1. apon | 

f to tell Truth, the ovly. Uſe of ow It Was l 
ſpoken of Clemens Alexandrinus, That a Good L. 

Onth; which was memorably verified by the mare of le ? 
verbo, though Heatbens, forbad the Tendering of Xenocrates an 
* Oath. -becauſe of their great Opinion of bis.Integrity, which was 
Ho Three Hundred Years before Chriſt came in the Fleſh, 

III. Our third Reaſon for Non-conformity to your Coſtom 

* the-Fear we haue, left by Complying we ſhould be guilty of 


Rebellion againſt the Diſcoveries 2 — made to our Saal. of 
| P 2 Way of Truth; and con e ly of 9 


41 


— 


LY 


le ani depriving him 
H 2 of that — oy! —_ T Mime may Prong! to 5 


make Men Suffterers- Ho Refuſing to Swear, (eſpecially if they | 
offer the ſame Caution to the Law with him that will Swear, - - 


that Ch. — 79 4 25 


” ; b if * 
" 8 Py Y * a * 
F * 4 Ar 
py T7 


hath begotten this Conſciemiouſneſs in us; and we dare not 


put this Light under à Buſpel, neither can we d&hy his Work, 


or him to have the Honour of it. We jntreat you, rake this 
Tenderneſs of ours into Chriſtian Conlideration. Ne 75 (i 
IV. Oaths have in great meaſure loſt of the. Reaſon of their 
Primitive Inſtitution, ſince they have not that Arial Influence 
conttaty, they are become the famili 
help to make up a great ſhare of the A-/z mode Converſation; 


which was and only can be a 55 % Ok 7 7 pre . 
r parts. tfcourſe, and 


and thoſe who decline their Company, or reprove- their Pra- 
_ Rice, are to go for a, ſort of Nice and ſqueamiſh Conſciendd 


Men. Theſe Swenr e e Wit, yet would be thobght 


Witty in Sweating, Fearleſs they can't: Some are Cofious in 


their Impiety; O/d.Oaths are tbo dull for Men of their Inven- 
tion, who almoſt ſhift Oaths with their Faſhions > Nay, the 


moſt udicial Oaths are commonly adminiſtred and taken with 
{fo little Reberence and, Devotion (i ſay nothing of the Peru. 
, are to0 frequently com- 
mitted). that we can't but cry out, Oh the great Depravny' that © 


ries, that through Ignorance ot D 
in the World ! How low is Man falm from the Primitive Rule 


of Life ?. Well, may the Propher's Complaint-be ours, for, If ', 


ever Land mourned becauſe of OA THS, with great Sadheſs we 


ſay it, bis doth, And what more effectual Remedy can any 

People propoſe againſt "the notorious Abuſe and evit Conſe! 
quence of Smwear:ng, than Truthyſpeaking ? Tor thoſe that dare * 
not Lye, need not Swear ; and My that make no Conſcience c 


* 


Lying, do not much fear an Oath, ar leaſt their Conſciercot ate 
very. crazy in taking it. This only Reaſon; were we deſtitute 


of all. ober Allegations: wodld Se A Niong!Diffivalive from 


82 


| and thew;,. He has redeert'd vs from Fraud 1 Tn he only te: 


* 


Sweating; for we hold God's Honour, and our Profeſſion 


eatly concernꝰd to prove to ſo Falſe an Age, that there is a 
$cople who are ſo far from vain and falſe ng, that they 
dare not ſweor the Truth; but whoſe La and Nay'thatt weigh - + 


againſt other Mens Oat ht, and that with a free Offer of ff 


ing doubly Puniſhment in caſe of Miſcarriage. Expedientz 


may. laſt a while, but TRUTH only ſhall have the Honour 


of Conquering Fz{/hood, and Virtue will and muſt be greater 


- tc 
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V. The Omnipreſency of God rightly underſtood, ſhows the 
Aſeleſneſs of an Carb, and is with us à good Argument again 
ri; for what need is there of that Man's being wd 
mio true Evidence by fuck fort of Atteſtations and Impreca- 
- tions as make ug the common Form of Oaths, who knows God 
to be almays preſent, to reſide and preſide in his Soul, according 
do chat New and Everlaſting Covenant which be hath made, 
«ts 17. A. that his People ſhould be his Temple, hat he would dive! I 
_  »» them, and walk IN them. Did the Children of Men know + 
tze Power, Glory and Majeſty of God, WHOM the Apoſtle _ - 
net 4. ©. preacht VG H to the Athenians, and declared to the Ephie- 
| fians to be Father of all, above all, through all, and IN THEM © 
ALL, there would be zo Oaths, and bur fero Words, and thoſe 
utter d with Reverence and Truth. kt a ee A 
VI. We do not and that Oarhbs anfiver this part of the End 
- - For which they are impoſed, viz. To convince thoſe br whoſe 
Jakes they are taken, of the Weight and Truth of 4 Je- 
(4 Alimony, by Force of God's Witneſs + wp therewith : For they 
dom t behold God's concurring Witneſs by ſuch an Aſſiſtance or 
- _ Avenge of that Party, as the Truth or Falſhood of his Teſti. 
. deſerveth; for the Judgments of God are ſecret, and 


* 


mony 
rarely ſo publickly ſeen ro Men, perhaps once in an Age, that 
DN the ſhould give an be of lit wood ill or 


Diſpleaſure in ſuch a Caſe; but whenever th it, it is not 
gat Man's Appointment : And it is an evident that God ap- 
++ proveth not of that ſort ofocation, becauſe he doth not 
na anſwer them that invoke him, to their Wiſh, as 
neither did he in the old Law or Cuſtom of Combating appear 
on bis fide that had the better Title or Cauſe, as he promiſed 
eben g. in the Law of Fralouſie, that their Thigh ſhould rot, and 

* ttbeir Belly ſwell, &. bi; -A 5 
j VII. We look upon it to be no lefs than a preſumptuou 
_- - Tempting of God, To ſummon bim az «Witneſs, not only to 


our Terrene, but trivial Buſineſſes; ſuch as we ſhould doubr-. 


les account it an high Indignity always to ſolicit an Earthly - - 
FPrrince togire bis Attendance about. What! Make od, rhe 


— God, the 

Great God of Heaven and Earth our Caution in Worldly Con- 
troverſies, as if we would bind him, to obtain our own Ends? 

Ĩk is to make too bold with him, and to carry an undue Di- 
|  FRance in e Minds towards him that made us; an lrreverence 


= 


\ 


. ! % 


— * " 
" 


E 
w can by no means away with, and vp: 
moſt ſharp, as will be ſeen anon. Betides it is vain and inſo- 


opon which Oelen is 


| lent to think that a Man when be pleaterh, can make the 


Great God of Heaven a Witneſs or a Judge in any Matter, to 

appear by: ſome ſignal Approbation or Judgment, to help or 

forſake him, as the Truth or Falſeneſs of his Outh requires, © «+ 
when he ſaith, Se Help me God. _ _ an 
III. Beſides what we have hitherto urged in Deferce © 


Fet. ad Ls? 
pid Peyb. 
|. 3. c. 25. 
Alex. ab 


8 Lindmbre® * 
c. 3. ſect. 7. 


In the firſt Norman Times it was Sacrit tactic; and in later 
Writs, Evangelis taftis; nay, the Priefi's Hand was on his 
| Breaſt (in Matthew Paris) not upon the Book, However e 


* 


3 ' 


tt 725 
and Gentile, Superſtition and Ceremony, have made up the 
. Þ<preſent Form of Oatht, which the true Chriſtias man neither 
wants, nor we conceive, ought to perform; much leſs impoſe 
there Tenderneſs by ſober Conſciences..is pleaded, and equal 
Caution offer'd to the Law for-the-laregrity of Tea and Nay. 
IX. Bur were we alſo deſtitute of this Plea, and the uſual 
i. Oaths of our Country the moſt inoffenſively form'd, and beſt 

- ere that ever any were, we have both the Example and * 
Precept of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, to oppoſe to any 
_ « ſuch Practice; for in all that Hiſtory deliverd to us by the 
four Evangelifts, we never read him to- have uſed any further 
Aſſeveration than what in Eng/1fh amounts to Verely, Verely, 
or Truly," Truly, I ſay unto jou: Thus by his Example exci- 


ding cus the more readily to obey his expreſs Prohibition of 
Swearing, Mat. 5. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37. which runs thus. Again, 0 
Ie have heard that it has been ſaid by them fold time, Thou 
i : ſhalt not for ſt wear thy ſelf, » bat ſhalt perform unto the Lord 
- ©, thine Oaths; but I ſay anto you. SWEAR NOT AT ALL, 
neither by Heaven Jor it is God's Throne; zor by the Earth, 
Jiuor it it bis Boiſtool; neither by Jeruſalem, for it ic the Cuy 
'of the. great King; neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, be- 
. cauſe thou canſt not make vnc hair white or black; but let your 
F Mord be TEA, IEA; NAY, NAT, for whatſoever is 
MORE than THESE cometh OF EVIL,  _.. * 
lle here prohibits even the /eſer-Oaths, as they thought them 
that reverenced Swearing by the Name of the Lord, which in 
old time he ſuff:r'd by rea ſon of the Falſeneſs of their Hearts, 
and great Proneneſs to Idolt; even as Moſes permitted them 10 
Put away their Wrors, which in the precedent Verſe alſo is 
*difaltowed by Chriſt, though with the Exception of Fornica- 
| Tion, but Swearing without any Excepiion: He doth not ſay, 
| * Swear not except before a Magiſtrate (though he lays,” Put not 
away thy Wife, except for the Cauſe of Fornication) but 
- SWEAR-NOT AF ALL: why? becauſe it is OF EVIL; 
_ - + which teaſon reaches the Oaths taken before Magiſtrates, as 
well as other Oaths , for Diſtruſt and Uytdichtulneſs. are the 
Qauſe of one as well as the other: And there is equal Rea- 
ſion in that reſpect, that a Maſter ſhould © ſwear in private to 
his Servant at his Entrance, that he will pay him his Wages, 
that the Servant ſhould / ear in public to a Magiſtrate, 


3" © 2 os © 
that at his Departure his Maſter would not pay him bis Wa- 
ges; both which Oaths the Certainty of their Words, their 
Tea being Ira, and their Nay being Nay, makes vain and ſu. 

rYfluous. | Fl | 
3 O0bj, We are not unſenſible of the common Ohjeclian that is 
made againſt this Allegation of our Maſter's Command, Thar 
he only prohibited Vain Oaths in Communication : Bur if the 
words of the Text and Context be confider'd, every Oath ti 
be proved Vain and Unlawful ; for Chriſt's Prohibition was not 
© a meer Repetition of what was forbidden under the Law, but 


what the Law allowed, as Biſhop Sanderſon well obſerveth; diser n, 
It was not needful that Chriſt ſhould forbid -what was forbidden r 
in it ſelf, or was always Unlawful, which vain Swearing was p. ut. * 


and is by the third Commandment, - Thou ſhalt not take the 
Name of the Lord thy God in vain; therefore Chriſt exceeded 
the Prohibition of the Law; And the whole Chapter is a De- 
monſtration of a more excellent Righteouſneſs than that which 
either needed or uſed Oathsz for Chriſt brings Adultery from 
the A7 to the Thought, in lieu of Revenge, he commands Suf- 
fering, and extends Charity not only to Friends, but Enemies 
1a in the Place controverted, in the room of tuch Oaths and 
Vows as ought to be perform'd unto the Lord, he introduces 
Tea and Nay, with a moſt abſolute SWEAR NOT AT ALL. 
This was the Advance he made in his excellent Sermon upon 
the Mount; he wound up things to an higher pitch of Santlity 
than under the Law, or the Childiſh State of the eros could 
receive. Again, faith he, Te have beard of old time, thou ſhalt 
not Forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform uno the Lord thine + 
Oaths, «but I ſay unto you, SWEAR NOT AT ALL; as 

lain, general and emphatical a Prohibition as can be found in 
Holy Scripture. However, thoſe Perſons that uſually. Adyo- 
cate for the Continuance of Oarhs under the Goſpel, tell us, it 
is nota general Prohibition, but is limited to Swearing by Crea- 
tures, either by Heaven, Earth, Jeruſalem, or Head, &c. 
Which is wholly inconſiſtent with the —_ of the Place, as 
we ſhall make appear from theſe Four Co 


nſiderations. ff., 


The Prohibition reaches as well to ſerious as vain Oaths, ſuch 


. as Men made, if they Swore at all, and _ ro make to 
Quo only; for to him alone ſhould they perform them, and 
CE ** | 


o& 


og e | 
Old Time; are the firſt prohibited by Jefus Chriſt ;' Ir war [aid 
| _ of Old, thou ſhalt not Forſwear thy fol ; but I ſay, SWEAR 
Fo ATALL, Tis true, it is not particularized what Oaths 
| they were to Keep of old; but in general Terms, that they 
were not 70 Forſwear themſelves ; and it is clear that God en- 
joyned them that would Swear, that they ſhould only Swear 
I his Name. Now what can be hence inferred more evident- 
ly, than that Men ovght not to ſwear thoſe Oths under the 
Goſpel, which they might ſwear, and ought not to forſwear, 
but to perfarm unto the Lord in the Law. 2d!y, Chriſt him- 
ſelf gives the Explanation of bis own Words, Chap. 23. 16, . 
17. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. where he teacheth us, That be rhar 
ſwears by the Temple, ſwears by it, and by him that duwells 
therein, and be that ſhall ſwear by Heaven, ſwears by the 
Throne of God, and by him that ſits thereon : So that he that 
ſwears by tbe Head, ſwears by him that made it: and he that 
ſwears by the Earth, ſwears by him that created it; which 
leaves no room for the Objedron, for it is as if Chriſt ſhould 
ave faid, I not only command you not to For ſwear, but perform, 
as it was ſaid to them of old time; but I charge you, NOT TO 
SWEAR AT ALL: I mean, not only that you ſhould not ſwear 
by God, and thoſe Oaths that the Phariſees account binding ; but 
alſo, that you ſhould not ſo much as ſwear by thoſe leſſer Oaths, 
as they fin them, and which they are wont to ſwear by, for 
they are not leſs nor more allowable, in that they that ſwear by 
- them, ſwear by him that is the Author and Maker of them : 
_wherefore being of the ſame Nature with the other, I forbid 
von to ſwear by them, as well as by thoſe Oaths that were of old 
- time made, and ought not to be broke, but perform'd unto the | 
Lord; for this is one of my great Commandments,. which they © 
mut keep, that will be my Diſciples; that 7s to ſay SWEA 
- NOT AT ALL. Our 34 Inducement to believe this to have 
been the Intention of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the concurrent 
- . Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Janes, which is not only a Repeti- 
tion of his Maſter's Docttine, but an Addition and Illuſtration, 
we hope ſufficient to determine the preſent Queſtion with every 
 .-  unprejudic'd Reader: But above all things, my Brethren (faith 
"2 he wear not; which runs parallel with Smear not at all: The 
Negative is as general and forcible. wal gener neither 
Heaven, neither by the Earth, Words of equal Import wi 
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the latter part of Chriſt's Prohibition; and as if he had fore. 
ſeen the Cavils of our Swearing Adverſaries, he adds, neither 
by any other Oath , which though as clear as the Sun, if yet 
for their laſt ſhift they ſhould tell us, that he only meant any 
other Oath of that kind, not that he prohibited Swearing by 
the Name of the Lord, it will not do their Buſineſs; for that 


Chriſt hath already aſſured us, Whoſoever ſwears by Heaven, 
ſwears by bim that fits thereon ;, and the very next words ſhow 


that it was not his Deſign only to prohibit vazz, but plainly 
to exclude «// Swearing; But let your Na be Tea, and your 
Nay, Nay, left ye fall into Condemnation; elſe why had he nor. 
ſaid, but yow may ſwear by the Name of God before a Magi- 
Why muſt Neither by any other Oath be added after 
ſuch a plain Prohibition, as, My Brerbren, Above all things Swear © 


not? And why muſt Tea and Nay be ſublticured in the room of 
an Oath, if it was yet intended by the Apoſtle, that Chriſtians 


might riſe higher in their Evidence, than a bite Afirming, or 
Denying ? that is, Though their Tea be never ſo truly Lea, and 


their Nay never ſo fincerely Nay, or the very Truth of the 


Matter be ſpoken, which is the Import of the Words; yec 


that they ought to ſwear, What is this but to contradict the 


natural Tendency of the Command of Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles? which is plainly this; If your Yea be Lea, it is enough, 


if your Nay be Nay, it is ſufficient, for Chriſtians ought not 
ro ſwear, if they do, they fall into Condemnation, in that they 


break their Maſter's Command, who hath told them, that 


What foever is more than Yea or Nay, cometh of Evil, which is 
the Ground of all Oaths ; for they ought to mean fo ſimply 
and honeſtly in what they /ay, as that they thould never need 
to ſwear in order to tell the Truth. Our 4th and laſt Confi- 
deration, and that which to us ſeemeth of great Moment to 
clear up our Lord and Saviour's ſenſe, and reſcue the Paſſage 


from the Violence of 05jefors, is this Clauſe, For whatſoever .. 


is MORE then Yea, Yea, and Nay, Nay, cometh of Evil. This 
cannot be intended of more Words than Tea, Tea, and Nay, 


' Nay, provided they are not of an higher Strain, but of the 


ſame Degree of Speech, importing a plain Aſſertion or Denial 
of a thing; for it is not the Number, but Nature of the 
Words ſpoken, that is here prohibited: Nor can it be onl7 
underſtood of Ferjury; for every body knows that to be evil 
8 5 7 A | in | 
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in it ſelf which is more than that which comerb OF, or be- 

.ceuſe of Evil Therefore it muſt. be underſtood as well ot 
Swearing, as of Forſwearing, which is not Evil it ſelf, yet 

cometh w/, or by Keaſon of Evil in the World: Nor is there 

any thing more than Tea and Nay beſides Perjury, which can be 
intended, but an Oath; and therefore that was intended. 
Chriſt doth not only prohibit Evil it ſelf, but that which is Evil 
by Superfluity to Evangelical Sincerity, and that Swearing is 
(be it ot what ſort it will) wherever 12a is Ta, and Nay is 

. Nay. In ſhort, If what is more then Tea and Nay, cometh of 
Evil; then becauſe any Swearing, as well as Forlwearing, is 
more then Ira and Nay ; it follows, that any Swearing cometh 
of Evil, ard therefore ought to be rejected of Chriſtians, Nor 
will our Engliſb Tranilation of Aoyos ſhelter our Objefors : 

- For, Communication doth not exclude thoſe many Caſes that re- 
quire Evidences among Men, no nor any the leaſt Action of 
Man's Life; on the contrary, .they have a great Place in Hu- 
man Communication, which is comprehenſive of the various 

_ Diſcourſes and Tranſactions of a Man's Life, as 2 Kings 9. 11, - 
2 Sam, 3, 17. Eph. 4. 29. Col. 3. 8. 1 Cor. 15. 33. It is a 
word of the fame Extent with Converſation, which takes in 
all that can happen between Man and Man in this World 
Thus the Pſalmiſt, Io him that ordereth bis Converſation aright, 
Pſalm 50. 23. So the Apoſtle, - Let your Converſaticn be as be. 
comes the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. Beſides, Acyos may be ren. 
dred Word, as in Fob. 1. 1. and the Italian and French Tran- 

_ lations have ir, Let your Word be Tea, Ia; Nay, Nay; as 
much as it Chriſt had faid, As I do not only condemn the Act 
for Adultery, -which the Law did, but alſo the Conception of 
the Mind; and not only Murder, but Revenge likewiſe ; ſo I 
do not only condemn For ſtearing, which is done to my hand 
in the Law of God, but prohibit Swearing at all; fot I make 

that to be Unlawful, which the Law doth not call Unlawful: 

Therefore when your Evidence is called for, Swear not at all, 

but let your Word be Tea, Na, and Nay, N z that is, Do 

not ſpeak Untruth ; for that is Evil: Don't Swear, for that 
comes of Evil. To conclude; People Swear to the End they 
may ſpeak Truth; Chriſt would have Men ſpeak Truth, to 

the End they might not Swear; be would not have — 
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lowers ſuch baſe Reſerves, but their -Word- to carry the 
Weight of an Oath in it; that as others ought not to be guilty 
of Perjury, Chriſtians ought not to be guilty of Lying: For 
ſuch is the Advance from Moſes to Chriſt, Few to hriftian, 
that as the Chriſtian needs not the Few's Curb, ſo his Lye is 
reater than the Zew's Perjury, becauſe his Yea or Nay ought to 
& of more Value than the other's Oath. 

X. And laſtly ; Beſides theſe expreſs Prohibitions, Stoear- 
ing is forbidden by the very nature of Chriſtianity, and unwor- 
thy of him that is the Author of :t, who came not to implant 
ſoimperfef a Religion; as that which needed Oaths, or ſhould 
leave Fraud, the Ground of Swearing, unextirpated; but to 

romulgate- that Goſpel which retrieves ancient Sincerity, 
uilds up Waſte Places, reſtores thoſe Breaches Oaths entred 
at, and leads into the Ancient Holy Paths of Integrity they ne- 
ver trod in: He is that Powerful Lord, which cureth the Diſ- 
eaſes of all them that come unto him, and Myſtical Serpent 
exalted, that relieves all that believingly look up to him: His 
Office is to make an End of Sin, that made way for Swear- 
ing, and introduce that Everlaſting Righteouſneſs which never 
needs it. The Religion he taught, is no leſs than Regenera- 
tion and Perfection; ſuch Veracity as hath not the leaſt Wa- 
vering; Sincerity throughout, that it might not only exceed 
the Righteoufneſs of the Swearirig Jets, but that Law which 
permitted it till the Times of Reſtitution, which he brought 
to the Degenerated World, who ſaid, Swear not at all; for 
the Law that permitted Oaths, was given by. Moſes, but Grace _ 
and Truth, that ends them, came by Feſus Chrift, who theres, 
fore prohibits them. And not only is this Goſpel of Chriſt, 
or the Holy Religion he taught, of ſo pure and excellent a 
Nature; but thoſe who will be his Diſciples, are obliged to 
obey it, infomuch that he himſelf hath ſaid, If ye love me, lch 14: 29 
Reep my Commandments ;, and if ye keep my Commandments, ye 
ſhall abide in my Love. Again, Te are my Friends, if ye do *5-19- 
whatſoever I command you : If any Man will come after me, let 
him deny bimſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow me: For I 16. 8 
ay unto you, that except your Righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no Caſe : 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven : Be ye therefore Perfett, even. © © 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfei?, Theſe are the 
ff" . weighty 
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© -Freighty Sayings of our Blefted Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrit; 


and certainly, be who breaks not the leaſt Commandment (for- 


| bidden Verſ. 19.) who can Suffer rather than Revepge, love 
C 


Enemies, and be perfect, as his Heaveuly Father is perfect, is 


above the Obligation of an Oath unto Truth-ſpeaking. His Dif: 


x Theſ.5.23. 


N hil, 3. 14. 


ciples preacht not another Goſpel than their Maſter's, who 
prayed,that thoſe who believed might be ſanctiſied THROUGH- 
OUT, in Body, Soul and Spirit, which is a perfect Removal 
of the Ground of Swearing ; and they were exhorted to preſs 
after the Mark of the Price of this High and Holy Calling, un- 
til they ſhould all come unto a perfet Man, unto the Meaſure of 


phel. 4. 18. rhe Stature of the Falneſs of Chriſt Feſus ; For even hereunto 


. 2. 21, 


3. 
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(faith Peter) were ye called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 
leaving us an Example, that ye ſhould follow his Steps, who did 
no Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth : And faith John, 


Joh. 4.17. As be it, ſo are we in this World, If No Guile be found in 


our Mouths, then No Oaths; for they came becauſe of Guile ; 
And if we ought to reſemble bim in this World, then muſt our 


Communication be Tea, Tea, and Nay, Nay ; that is, we muſt 


tive the Life of Truth, and ſpeak the Words Trutb, which 
ought to be of greater Force than Oaths, that come of Evil, 
If the Righteouſneſs of the Law ought to be fulfilled in us, 


we ought not to Swear, becauſe we ought to be ſo Righteous 


as not to Lye. This is Evangelical; for as he that conceives 


not a foul or revengeful Thought, need not to purge himſelf _. 


of Adultery and Murder: Neither is there any Reaſon, that 
Man ſhould purge himſelf of Lying, by Swearing, that doth 


not ſo much as countenance an untrue Thought. The Lan- 


as the Truth is in Feſws; That ye pat off concerning the for- 


the Deceiiſul Luſts, and be renewed in the Jn 0 * e 
1 create 
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upon Lying ; Take away Lying, and there remains no more 
 Gfoind for Swearing ; Truth ſpeaking comes in the toom 
thereof : And this not only the Chriſtian Do@rine teaches and 
requires; but Chriſt, the bleſſed Author of it, is ready to 
w'rk in the Hearts of the Children of Men, would they but 
come and learn of him, who is Meek, Low/y, filled with Grace 
ard Truth, And we muſt needs ſay, It is a ſhimetul rh'ng, 
and very Diſhonourable to the Chriſtian Rel gion, rhat thoſe 
who pretend themſelves to be the Followers of Chriſt, tor ſo 
true Chriſtians ought to be, ſhould ſo degenerate from bis Ex- ©” 
ample and Doctrine, as to want and uſe ſcaring Alſverations, 
diſpenced with in ſome of the weakelt Times of Knowledge, 
and ſuch horrible Imprecations (never known to ancient Jetos 
and Chriſtians) to aſcertain one another of their Faith and 
Truth: Religion muſt needs have ſ.f-red a great Ebb, and 
Chriſtianity a fearful Eclipſe, fince thoſe brighter Ages of its 
Profeſſion: For Biſhop Gauden himſelf, in his Diſcourſe 
of Oaths, confeſſes, That the Ancient Chriſtians were ſo ſtrict 
and exaf, that there was no need of an Oath among them; yea, 
they ſo kept up the Santlity and Credit of their Profeſſion. among 
Unbelievers, that it was Security enough in all Caſes to ſay, _ 
_ Chriſtianus ſum, I am à Chriſtian. | | 5 
But to fortifie what we have hitherto urged in Defence of 0 
our judgment and Practice; and to the End it may more fully 
appear, that our Tenderneſs in this great Caſe of Oaths comes 
not from any Sewer, Sallen or Superſtitious Humour, or that 
we would trouble the World with any New fangled Opinion, 
we ſhall produce the concurrent Teft:monies of ſeveral Famous 
and Good Men for above theſe Two Thouſand Years, among 
. Gentiles, Jett and Chriſtians, enough to make an Oecumeni- 
cal Council; We ſhall cite them out of the beſt Editions we 
have been able to procure, and as truly and punctually as we 
can tender them, digeſted in Order of Time, 


hy 


/ 


An ABSTRACT of ſome of the Numerous TES- 
| IIMONIES of Gentiles, Jews, and Chriſtians, 
m In diſlike of Oaths, G 0. 5 


bist. 1, QIMQCATUS, Perf liouſneſi appears ſecurer than 
Epilt, 33. © Faithfulneſs; and an Oath impoſed is a fit Engine for 
F Deceit. Strange! that faithful Yea and Nay is ſtopt, when 
© Perfidiouſneſs with an Oath can paſs all Guards, Courts and 
Offices. He manifeſtly links Oaths and Perfidioufneſs, and 
gives the Praiſe to Faithfulneſs. > + 1 
ſeph. de 2. The Eſeni or Eſſeans (faith Joſephus) keep their Pro- 
| . "4 A miſe, and account every Word they ſpeak, of more force than 
2” © if they bad bound it with an Outh; and they ſhun Oaths worſe 
= * than Perjury, for they eſteem him condemr?d for a Lyar, who 
it not believed without calling God to witneſs.  ,  . 
* 3. The Evangelical Sentence of the Lord is, Let your Ta, 
* be Tea, and your Nay, Nay : Thus tar we, who are in Chriſt, 
? confirm our Words with Aſſeverations, and with no fur- 
tber Progreſs let us flee to or 9 — Oaths, that we ab 
© ledge nor God for Witneſs ſor Corruptible Money's fake, 
© eſpecially ſince Moſes fo ſets down the Law; Thou ſhalt not 
© rake the Name of the Lord thy God in a vain thing. For if 
* any one is plainly wortby to name God, he is alſo worthy of 
© Belief ; For, whoſoever is meer for greater things, he will 
be much more fit for leſs: On the contrary, it he be not wor- 
Ithy Belief, that he may be Credited without an Oath, «rely 
* be is not one that is worthy to name God. It he be not faith- 
ful in Word, how will God by any means be the Witneſs of 
* an Oath for him who is deſtitute of Faith, to which God 
* hath Reſpect? Again, The Lord is nigh to all that call upon 
Din in Truth ; by which alone the Lord can be called upon; 
© Wherefore why do they Swear by God, who are not truſted 
chevafiw* even in ſmall Matters? Otherwiſe, an Oath is a Teſtimony 
is Ab- of Truth, and not a Judge of Buſineſſes, fi.h Men do Swear, 


1d Der. Hot that they may fignifie Buſineſſes, but that they may con- 


| en firm the Truth; and that they may ſhew, that thoſe thiogs 
Berks, * which they produce, are without Lying: If therefore be that 
| * Smears beth Faith and Truth, WHAT USE is THERE OF 


| 


/ 4 7) | HY | 
© AN. OATH >- But if be hath no Faith nor Truth, why do we 
* undertake, ſuch an Impiety, that for poor /e Men, and 
* thoſe mortal too, we call toWitneſs GOD, that is above Men? 
For if it be a baſe Part to call to witneſs an Earthly King to 
* the loweſt Judicatures, as one that is greater than both Actors 
and Judges; why do-we (IIE him that. is wncreated, to cre . 
* ted things, and make God 19 be deſpiſed of Men? . HOUT, te 
© that exceeds all Iniquity and Audaciouſneſs: What then is To 
to be done? NO MORE but that our YEA be YEA, and like of 


_ © our NAY. be NAY; and in ſhort, THAT WE DO NOT oaths. 


* 


LIE. be r | 
4. Chry/ſoftom, in thoſe days very Famous in the Church, ©72/o/om 

and theretore ſtyl'd the Golden Doffor; ſaith in his th Ho- 2 of 

mily on As 3. Whence then came in an Oath? * When pe, EY 

* Evils increaſed, . when. all things became topſie-turvey, when Hom. 5. 

© they inchned to Idolatiy \ then verily. toben they appear d un- 

faithful, they called God towitneſs, as giving. a Surety for Se. 

* carity for their Words, | for an' Oath it a Suretiſhip, where » +: 

their Bebaviours have no * or Credit.—— Again, wat 

* ſhall 1 ſay of Oaths of the Courts that are left? for there 

thou canlt ſay no ſuch thing; for there for Sixpence; both  @. 

* Oaths and Perjuries are made: For, 2 4 Ihunder. Bolt 2 

© doth not come down from above, and all things are not ober 
turned, thou ſtandeft, and WILT * BIND. GOD: Why 2; 322% © 

* that Thon mayſt get Herbs and Shoves for a fanall. Price, = ing of God 

0 7945 bim to-witneſs.. Do we therefore think we do not Sin; for our 
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cauſe they ate not E This is the Lord's Mercy, not Lcurity. 
our Deſert. Swear by thy own Child, Swear by thy felf; A pathe- 
© Tay, So et the Officer keep from my Sides: But thou art a- tical Cen- 
* fraid. of thy Sides; IS GOD MORE VILE, more Contemp- git ng 
Able than tby Head? Say, Som, I not be blind? But Chrilt them that 
© To ſpareth us, that be FORBIDS ,US, TO SWEAR EVEN uſe them, 
OUR OWN HEAD. But we do ſo deſpiſe the Glory of een in 
"© God, that he 1s drawn every where: Le know not what God Courts, 
+ is, and with what a Mouth he ought to be invocated. More - | 
© over, When we ſpeak of any Virtuous, Man, ue ſay, fh 
* thy. Mouth, that_fo thou mayſt be heedful. But now we yain- - 
* ly diſtratt that Honourable Name, which. is a Name alone 
* every Name, which ir Monderſul in all the Earth, . which be + 
- * Devils hearing db tremble 255 OH MOST CONTEM 1755 & 
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3 bon WHICH HAT DONE THAT! 2005 S 
1 of thou ſhalt impoſe on any a Neceſſity of Swearing in the 
Holy Houſe, how horrible an Oath doſt Hou eve: if thou 
With *goſt fo? Is it that we abuſe that ſimply, tbic not ſo? Ought 
=Y not one even to Dread when God is named? Bur even among 
* ds ' © the etc this Nime was fo Reverend, hat it was turitten on 
| he Plate of the Mitre; and none might-bear thoſe Letter r 
| ould be! he Nane of God, but only the Higb- Prieſt And now alſo. 
ed. we ſo bear his Name tenderly. Ifeit was nor lawful for all. 
dite Name God fimply; how! (nd Audaciouſneſs is it wan 

Dit in Witneſs > - = 

8 5. DE THMARUS on Marth. * «Leſt the Fes ſhould. 
.  £Swear by Idols Names, the Lord faffered then to Swear by 


Er own Name. 
be Lord ta os perfection, that ſuch Truſt is to 
| be among Chriſtians, that there ſhould & v0 nac to INT ER 
| * POSE the Name of God for Witneſs. irs / WS 
bliethefs 6. EUTHYMIUS ZAGABONUS : *Ler- waders. be Ee, 
er pa. Na; Nay, Nay, Let your Speech be when ye affirm, 
az and when ye deny, Neys and uſe only theſe for, or in- 
4 Read of Gee de to Confirmation, ' and no other than L and % 
— what is adjoyned beſides theſe, he calleth-an Oath. - 
d 5. ALPHONSUS de Avendano- Oh how Sincere and 
«Thus would the Lord make his Chriſtians, that all Affir- 
8 * marions mould be included in Three Leiters only, all Denials 
Din other Three, that the Truth ſhould be fo fawillar to 1, 
as to de included in the Compendium of Three Letters?: 
do dr g. 8. FACOBUS EABER, It is the part of a Spiritual-Man, ö 
> 23, gen dee Swear in a Vain Thing, but alſo not in any 
8 for, you which are ſuch, are true: Unto. 
true Nlen it's ſufficient that a true Man gain Belief, if — | 
that the Lord hath commanded La, Led, in Affirming Nay, 
© Nay, in Denying: But it with incredulous and Evit Men a. 
Speech alſo be had conterning à ſerious and neceſſary Mat- 
_ © ter, Why - hall one Swear for their Badneſs, that he may gain 
by Belief — > Who'ever ſpake more ſeriouſſy than our 
=Savfour ? Who more neceſſary things? Ter he never uſed. 
other Speech than that, Perth, $6.98 c unis ou, or 
© ſorne other Lare! like, which was a, rus Form or Manner 10 
Ef ee we ne" +: . 5 
532 9. SUAREZ ; 


— — ——— — — 


9. SUAREZ': e affirmeth, Chtiſt did not Swear, be- DF 
*-cauſe that which he could not lawfully do, he could not Jur. 


* fimply do; but he could not lawfully Swear, therefore he? 305. 


could not at all: But that he never Swore, is . be- 
* cauſe that be himſelf commanded or counſelled, Nor to ſwear 
* at all; but ſimply to ſpeak, Yea, it 5s z Nay, it i not, Oc. 
therefore ought to go before the It is ſpoken of 
* him only fomerimes that he faid Amen, ot Truly, or Vertly, 
* which we have before ſhewed to be no Particle of Swearing. 
AAA is impoſhble that Man can bring God for a Witneſs, 
although he would never ſa fain: Therefore the Name of 
God is taken in vain, as often as it is taken to Swear; there- 
fore it is Evil in it ſeltftt. 
nent this were poſſible, to bring God for a Witneſs, 
© it ſeems diſorderly to bring the Perſon of God to confirm 
Men's Buſineſſes, Covenants, or Words, - becauſe it is diſor- 
© derly to order things of an higher Order to thoſe that are 
8 —_— more is it diſorderly, to — —— 
Authority o to the prophane (or common) Words, and 
Buſineſſes of Men. | TOY WO” 
10. 70 AC. CAMER. and P. LOSELER VIiELERIUS's 
Marginal Note upon Mat. 5. 37. * Whatſoever you vouch, 
* youth ir barely, and whatſoever you deny, deny it barely, 
without any more wordls . 18 
11. Bible, Imprinted, Ano. 1559. in Quarto: { What 7s more 
5s of 'Evil.] Marginal Note, From an evil Conſcience, or 
Jrom the Devil. | Lau 5 e 1 
12. PETER CHARRON, Doctor of Law in- Paris, in his 
Book of Wiſdom, Cbap. 37. An Outh,. whar is it, but a 
* Symptom and ſhameful Mark of Diſttuſt, Infidelity, Igno- 
trance, Humane Iafirmity, both in him that Requires it, that 
©* Gives it, bat Ordaint it (alluding to Chrilt's Words, ſaith 
he) Quod amplius eſt a malo; What is more, is from the Devil. 
13. BEZ d, on Fames 5.12. That which you have to 
4 ſay or affirm, ſpeak or affirm it mi, and toit hout an Oath; 
| and that you have to deny, deny it Sinpiy and Flatly., 
In ee N ” "48 wh ot 6 
The Tea and Nay of a true Criſflan is capable of all the 
uk Services of 0 Oath, if the Sanckity ot bis Faith and 
Profeſſion be allowed: And if any Prejadices comz to a Man's 
Friend, Country, of Self, ARA Na and NV A oy 
. par 51, Web et> 1 | „ £8.12 


Wo - . 
- 


6 4 ky rawitl ben at his Door, who offers all Chriſt per miſts him 


1 


2 


and his Conſcience will diſpenſe with, bur on the 1 Dift 2 
Side, eſpecially when be that. in. Conſcience can't Swear, 
offers as large CAUTION-.as he that SHE ARS, and is willing 
to undergo Equal! Puniſhment, in Cale of Untiruth, - that, the 
other by Law ſuſtains for Perry: (inet; M Ti 

— . Ii true, and you ſay able; * only ſerur till 
"Jews eee it is came to Dau x Baut hoo 
— I hat 2 W232 £136 74% 33 de — 
Anw. Me intreat you to try us can J 
demu d before he be guilty; nos reputed guilty in the Sight of 
Men, till diſcover'd-: Ten will have as eaſia a Way to catch 
us at Lying, as others at Forſwearing; and if you find us ſuch? 


IJiuflict the ſame e eee ar r A 


their Per ory. d 

- — — £6 md) öl Au HEn kl e 0 

I. Tue Nye of OATH S. to ache en ens 
II. The Prehilit ian of CHRIST ky 1. 1 - 
HI. The Fudgment of ſo many HEATHENS.- 


IV. The Belief and Praclice of fo many Primitive CH RE 
STIANS,. Celebrious FAT HERS, Godly. MART Gy 
and Learned PROFESTANTS# 

N. The Caution they uſe, who in any Senſe allow.of an Oath. - 
VI. Thar it is matter of Faith; and What it not of Faith; 
nine And that we cannot alter our Minds without Cs 
ten, unleſs we: ſhould turn. Hypocrites.; and what Security 
can or will you bave from our Oaths, who muſt firſt make us 
to break the Te of our own Conſcience before we can take | 
them? It cant be thought, we ſhould Aeep: with vou, when . 
yau make us break with our ſelves. _ 
VII. Confider what exprofe Scripture we have fos- it, and 
dat in the Judhncur and Aar yrdim eee pf 
Ear an. 25 4 
VIII. Be. —— to weigh the great PERJURY. that: is 
Bow in our World, and daily Numerou Oatht belcht forth by- 
ſome, te ſhow they date be b with Sacred Things, ; by- 
others, to vent... Paſſion 3%, by too many (as, they impiouſly 
think) to grace their Matter, whilſt others have ſo great Doubt 
ol their own: Credit, that they Smear, to drive, what 


us. hows. and noi a * uſe 1 ar to 1 up. Fool 
Places 


— 


( 


ita ted the Uſe ot Ourbe (ay miny) Bu 


pinc ur, — We think that inſtead 
of taking Advantage againſt us for Nor Stocaring, in fo For. 
ſmearing an Age; we ſhould rather receive Intouragement for 
ſpeaking That Truth toithout an Oath, which others are com 
peil d to by Oaub, if yet they ſpeak it. _ Jpeaking neceſ- 
5 proving now 


not the Renedy, but the Diſeaſe, what better Expedieur 2 


can be uſed than to come bas to Truth-ſpeaking; which 
Endeth Oaths in their fiſt Cauſe, or — at leaſt: . How-- 
ever. that ſuch-as are not Sick, "ſhould be oblig'd to take the 


Potions of the Sick, only to lep a Tha _P 5 


Unpreaſonable.c. _. 


IX. Be pleaſed to conſider the periſhin Diffcultite we mv 


withal in our Commerce in the World, particularly as Cedi- 


tors, Executors, - Merchants, Ship Maſters, - Apprentices, &c. 
Men making us .pay-becauſe of our Tenderneſy in this Matter. 
Oh the OPPRESSION that is exerciſed in Perry Curt and 
s upon many Hundreds of us, who know not which 
way to Right our ſelves, an Oath ſtill being 


to great Loſſes-both of — Liberty, and fomier 
by Tatar and Cruel —— Wy 
X. _ the Lofs and 
Neighbours 
Firſt; In that we can perform no Office in common with t 
however otherwiſe able ro diſcharge ! it. Scrondly, Nor can 
we ſerve them in the Capacity of Witneſſes; which Quoalifica- 


ims Li, 


tion goes a great way towards the Maintenance of Jaſticr ; and 


all becauſe our ſo/emn Word will not be received inflead of an 
Ob: Relieving us here is a double Benefit, for our: Neig 
Hure (hare with us in it; and it manifeſtiy tends to the P 


of us, we ate as willing and ready to — all Honeſt A, 
Siftance to the Maintenance of uſtice, and anſwering the Ends 
2 Government, according to our - Abiltty and Conſcience, as 


any Sort of Men that live under it. * 

u further to conſider, that but - 
-that-Swears : For thougir 
and 
rr that orie au, in Favou of the former * Jet we cheerfully ; 


Xt. And Laſtly, We intreat y 
CAUTION —_— as the 
you make a Difference between bim that tells an E Untrahh, 


* * þ 


— — — - 


required in the 
Caſe; the Refuſal of which tor | Conſcience: fakr, expoſing us 


le is * ee Ok 
— become Sufferers againſt our · Wills: 


2 


ſer vation of Society. And whatever: any may pleaſe to think 27 


* "of 


Submit — to the — of the Prriarei, it we 
break or WORD; de you but pleaſe to take us into 09407 
Priuiledęe with the Smearer : If there be any Dammage, we 
_ *£@nceive it is done to, Ut, who ſuſtain he ſame Puniſhment for 
_ -atUnirath, which is the:only Dua of Perjuryy and if you 
condeſcend to yield us the Krndaefs of the ane, we offer our 
Ferſans to anſwer the juſt. Sereriiy uf the ther. 
And tbat what we have hitherto ſaid, may not be thought! 1 
thing impraRticable, we ſhall preſent you with the Judgment 
and £didz of foreign Governments, taken. our of Two Letters 
of the Grave of Naſſan and Erince of Orange, to the Magi. 
rates of the City of Middelburg, in Behalf of the Alen 
thete. ' bs WIRE CIP! 

The Petitioner? Intrearing aberefore; and humbly bep- 

< ing his Excelleney, that looking upon their Caſe with Com. 
1 paſhon, he — take dur Courtæ a bout it, eſpecially ſee- 

Tung that the aforeſaid Fegirioners dw profiler, that their I 
<. palling for an- Oath,  the/Tranigrelſors thereof ſhould 

2 ilk as. Qath-Breck n 
* berejere bus Exceilency — be the Premiſes, 

7156 having watarely derte upon the fame, bub, with 
. — reviows Advice of the Governout and Council of Zee- 
| — — Ordereth and Appanteth bere- 
Is. That the aforeſaid Peritioners TE A, ſhall be received 

4 the Magiſttates of the aforeſaid City inſtead of an 
| 04 TH, provided, that the Tranſgreſſots thereof — be 
« puniſhed as Oath-Breakers, aud Ferjured Perſons, _ 
This done under his Excellency's Name and Seal, in the 

City of Midde/bargh, upon the 26th January, 1 


Culleme de Naſſou. 5 
28 my Gracious Lord, the PRINCE, Subſcribed,” 


| De Boudenont. 
202 ee Eh Second LETTER. + 

228 4 therefore we Charge and Order you expreſly, To | 
< deſiſt all further Moleftation- or — of the ſaic 
4 Menifts, in their Merchandize or Handitrafts, "On your 
7 \ Linelibod for their 1 fs, ©. VEN 
1 ops. , Mey 
| Hs E — Wr n 
4 Nader | | 5 pw ; This | 


3 
© - 2” : 

b 
— — — — . — — ———— ——— — — — — — 5 


Cog 


_ ments, for the Relief of Ferſons under our Circumſtances: 
And we rake Liberty to affirm, That the Trade and Wealth ef 
the United Provinces, are owing more to the Ingenuity and In- 
duſtry of thoſe Indulg'd. Diſenters, than to them of the Na- 
tional Religion, ho would hav "and: wanne'd alls 
into Poverty, and Vaſſallage. „ e 
Have Regard to our Suffering Condition, we beſeech vol. 
and ſhew your ſelves both Natural to 2 Member (be we repu - 
ted the meaneſt) of your oN Civil. Bady, and ſo far Lovers 
J of: him who {2id, \Sroear not at ali, as not to continte us Suf 


5 was the Cie e Condefcenflin of 'Sihibr FONT | 


ferers for not acting againſt ns Command; atleaſt; cur Senſes 


of tr, and thetein 90 dur own Conſcience; But make ſome. 
| Proviſion.for us; as well as other Countries have done before 
= as in:your Wiſdom you. ſhall think meet; that all rhoſe, 
are of the Society of rhe People called Qua ters, ant | 
ki of themfelves to be fo, H not bu. moleſted for. the - 
future upon the, Account of Swearing, but their Salem VEN 


or: NAVY ball be taten in lies thereof; D og, * 
3 Word, Puniſpubie az Perjury.. | 5 


| Sa outer he TREATISE or o. 
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The following ar ABSTRACT of Detatih-frjw- 


the People called ©$VU ARE RS; 10 ihe RING, 2 


both. Houſes of nen then dre abr Weſtminſter, 


1666. 
| What they can Cay infiead of an Dathe:. 3 


is . of words 2 Gerig bath laid, apron in in ai, TAY the; - 
e James taught in his General Ye who are 
called: —.— ean ſtand By and To. __ 
2 id, 12 have — added hath — 925 ape, by vn 
not wear t w was orm 1 
— the Lord, which was the true Oaths, which were to be taken he- 


fore the Judges, Officers and Magiſtrates, to lend Controverſies, and be: 


performed unto the Lord: But Chriſt ſaid, Now 7 ſay ate you,” Swear nor | 
2 all, &c. But let your Tea, be Tea, and your Nay; Ny; whatſoever @ * 
wore than this, \cometh- of evil, Therefore this Yea, yea, and Ny, nay, 
' wherein Chriſt doubles his words, to make them of force, ard ſets them 
ry Meche 49 Ons We will Land By and Ca. 
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